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Abstract

When the international community is unable to prevent a potential 

conflict from occurring, the UN Security Council becomes the first 

victim of the world’s criticism, because of its perceived role as the 

guardian of peace despite its organisational limitations in maintaining 

world peace and security. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 

2022 and the Gaza War following Hamas’s attack on Israel on 7 October 

2023, are two such current examples. This article argues that it is the 

power politics behind the Security Council that is more responsible 

for the UN’s inability to restore peace rather than the institution itself. 

Notwithstanding the blame game, the UN Security Council plays 

an important role in shaping the world opinion to put pressure on 

powerful nations, especially the permanent members of the Council to 

come to terms to find a negotiated solution to a conflict.

Introduction
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The UN, the Charter, and the Security Council

In the case of the Gaza War, 
any resolution supported 
by the US that criticizes 
Hamas will be vetoed by 
Russia and China. On the 
other hand, a resolution 
calling Israel to cease fire 
will be torpedoed by the US.
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Israel-Hamas War and the UN Security Council

The UN also does not have 
any ratified procedure 
for mandate formulation. 
Mandates are drafted and 
formulated following an 
unofficial tradition called 
the ‘Pen Holder System’.
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Ad hoc-ism

Despite the organisational 
limitation and power 
play by the P-5, there are 
instances of the Security 
Council measuring up to 
the challenges.
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Institutional Measures
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What Next?

th th

Whenever any powerful 
nation especially the P5 is 
either directly involved or 
supporting one or more 
parties to the conflict, there 
is bound to be a deadlock in 
the Security Council.
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It is possible to make the 
Security Council work if the 
P5 members are serious in 
their support of any peace 
proposal. Conversely, the P5 
while allowing the Security 
Council to function by 
abstaining from voting, 
can continue to support for 
continuation of the conflict.
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